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www.letchmoreheath.org.uk 

 
Minutes of the Annual Village Meeting 

 
 19th September 2018 

 
 

LHVT Committee: 
Alan Lambert  Chairman 
Alison Rose  Hon. Secretary 
Andy Cappuccini           Hon. Treasurer 
Linda Lambert 
Naz Mohamed 
Jon Rose 
Gareth Tinsley  
  
Apologies: 
Michael Pickford (Committee Member) 
Nicky Weisfeld 
Ian Southern 
Richard Cohen 
 
Thirteen villagers (excluding the Committee) attended the meeting. Drinks and nibbles were 
provided. 
 
1. Introduction and Welcome 
 

The Chairman welcomed all those present to the 47th Annual Village Meeting (AVM) of 
the Letchmore Heath Village Trust. He apologized that the date of the AVM clashed with 
Yom Kippur – an error that will (hopefully) not be repeated.   
 
Outlining the agenda for the meeting (which had been posted to all houses in the village), 
the Chairman emphasised the importance of the local community setting priorities for the 
Trust. The meeting was structured to assist this process, with each Trust member 
commenting on key local issues which were then open for debate.  
 
The Trust meets every month and inputs onto the village website: 
(www.letchmoreheath.org.uk). 

 



 

 

2.  Treasurer’s Report 
 

The Treasurer reported that the Trust has a positive bank balance of £2,105.09.  This 
figure includes a donation of £1,000 from recent filming in the village. 
 
There were four cheques issued this year: 
 
• £200 towards the cost of the three new trees in the village 
• £300 to the village hall  
• £66 for the website domain 
• £40 for the poppy wreath for Remembrance Sunday 
 
Trust membership is open to all villagers and costs £5.00 per annum per household. 

 
3.  Election of New Committee 

 
Under LHVT rules the Committee is elected annually. There was one new nomination -  
Greg Rogers. The existing Committee was re-elected and Greg Rogers was warmly 
welcomed as a new Committee member. 
 

4.  Presentation by Jane Darley from Openreach about Faster Broadband 

The Trust had sent out an e-mail asking who would be interested in a faster broadband service.  
64 houses responded positively, and the Trust had sent this information to the Community Fibre 
Partnership.  The current quote to get super fast broadband to Letchmore Heath is £32,893. 

Jane Darley is responsible for Community Partnerships at Openreach. She answered questions 
and presented and explained options open to the village. The cost to the community of supplying 
the village with high speed broadband would be £32,893 for 130 properties.  Funding options are: 

A. Gigabit Vouchers:  £3,000 per small and medium business (SMEs – one per property) 
willing to take 100mbps service for one year.  £500 per residential property willing to take 
100mbps for one year.  The value of business vouchers must exceed the value of 
residential vouchers. If there were 11 businesses in the village, or 6 businesses and 29 
houses willing to sign up, then the total installation costs could be fully funded by 
vouchers. 

B. Self fund:  If all participate, then it would cost £253 per property (130 properties). 

C. Combination of A and B. 

LHVT will be following up this opportunity and will keep villagers informed and involved. 

 

5.  Issues of Local Interest 

The following issues were introduced by Trust Committee members, and then discussed in open 
forum: 



 

 

(i) Andy Cappuccini:   

Roads:  During the last year various roads in and around Letchmore Heath have been patched 
up.  AC said that if potholes are reported to Hertfordshire County Council (HCC), they were 
generally good at fixing them. The Trust will continue to press for road improvements and 
resurfacing. Villagers are encouraged to report potholes and other road concerns through the 
HCC website. 

Caroline Clapper attended one of the Trust meetings and said that Common Lane is going to 
have resurfacing work done in the next 6 months. 

(ii) Naz Mohammed:  Website 
The website menu has been simplified and tidied up to make it easier to read and access.  
LHVT would like the website to become more active.  Suggestions, contributions and ideas 
from villagers will be most welcome. 

(iii) Alan Lambert: Aldenham School 

The Trust enjoys a good working relationship with Aldenham School, who in turn support the 
local village community.  Karl Mahon, the bursar, attended the meeting and Alan thanked 
him for his support over the year. 

A letter had been distributed round the village about the increase of dog mess in Cooke’s 
Field and the surrounding fields.  Karl Mahon said that there had already been an 
improvement.  

Aldenham School have helped with the refurbishment and repainting of Letchmore Heath 
village signs, which has been financed and executed by the school 

The new coach park has opened and it is hoped that parking disruption on Aldenham Road 
will improve with the use of increased spaces in the car park for the parents. 
(iv) Linda Lambert: Aldenham parish Council (APC)/ Trees.  

APC have replaced three trees on The Green.  They seem to be growing well. 

There is one dead tree at the top of The Green (at the Village Hall end).  APC will be taking it 
down in the near future.  

Replacement posts and rails for the village have been bought and are currently ‘weathering’ 
and will be replaced shortly.  Also work on the crumbling steps on the Memorial will take 
place soon. 

We have been in communication with APC to try and have a Christmas tree on The Green, 
but due to Health and Safety issues and insurance, costs have soared and so we are looking at 
other options.  One possible option, with the agreement of the Landlord, is to have a tree on 
the forecourt of the pub.   

The swings in the playground are broken and APC are currently costing an outdoor gym and 
other play equipment. 



 

 

 

(v) Gareth Tinsley:  Planning and Elstree Aerodrome. 

Planning Applications: Since 2014, LHVT have recorded all planning applications.  These 
can be viewed on the village website. This year there have been 10 new planning applications 
of which: 

2 were withdrawn, 7 were approved and granted, one is pending. None were rejected. 

2018 Janmashtami Festival:  The villagers enjoyed a relatively quiet traffic free day in the 
village.  However, there were some horrendous delays outside the village.  This was in part 
due to a vey high volume of festival traffic, a dog show at Battlers green, two local car boot 
sales, Watford football club playing Spurs and the A41 being closed at the Dome roundabout 
due to a serious accident.   

All of this led to very long delays to festival traffic with a knock on effect of long queues at 
the barriers of frustrated uncooperative Festival visitors.  In all it was a very stressful day for 
the traffic management team and some members of LHVT who, whilst were offering their 
support at the barriers, had to contended with physical and verbal abuse and aggressive 
behavior. 

Improvements need to be made for 2019, and these will be discussed at the next Festival 
Management Committee. 

Elstree Aerodrome:  There is ongoing work in conjunction with the Elstree Aerodrome 
Consultative Committee to work together for the community.  The next meeting is in October 
2018.  Gareth Tinsley will be attending on behalf of LHVT. 
 
(vi) Alison Rose 

Fly Tipping 

There continue to be considerable problems with fly tipping in and around Letchmore Heath - 
as well as elsewhere.   

The Trust carries out a number of litter picks during the year to keep the village as rubbish 
free as possible. Jo Letts asked for the date of the litter pick to be put in the newsletter.   

Action:  Alison Rose to put dates of litter picks in the newsletter. 

(vii) Jon Rose   

Bhaktivedanta Manor 
LHVT continues to liaise with the Manor and maintains good relations.  Parking has become 
more of a problem in the village as more people park in the village and enter The Manor 
through the back gate. There were some problems when the village was closed for 
Janmashtami.  There is a Festival Management Committee and Trust / village concerns will 
be discussed at the next meeting. 



 

 

If anyone has any problems with The Manor, please contact LHVT. 

6.   Any Other Business 

a) David Weisfeld asked about the status of New Road.  David Lambert said that it is a 
confused area, as HCC put in lighting and electricity, but the road is unadopted.  It is up 
to the New Road Association if they want to investigate further.   

b) Alison Rose asked the bursar of Aldenham School, Karl Mahon,(who was in attendance) 
to let us know the names of all the fields around Cooke’s Field, as people were unsure, 
after the letter about dog mess had been circulated.   

 Action:  Karl Mahon to send the names to LHVT  

c) Jo Letts thanked Karl Mahon for his support for the villagers and also asked about the 
parking for 6th formers, as some of them come and park their cars in the village.   Karl 
Mahon said that unfortunately there was limited parking at the school for the 6th form 
students. 

d) Martin Shaw was unable to attend the meeting and wrote a letter to the Trust concerning 
music in the pub on Sundays. As requested the Chairman read out Martin’s letter, and 
confirmed that he had had two long discussions in recent weeks with Danny and Martin 
about the issue of music at the pub. He had also responded by email previously on behalf 
of LHVT to Martin Shaw. During a full and open discussion it was clear that there is 
considerable support for the pub’s music initiative from many villagers. The Trust had 
made clear to Martin Shaw that it can not act as policeman and had agreed that any issues 
need to be addressed directly to Danny Williams who is keen that these should be 
amicably resolved. 

Following discussions with licensing authorities at HBC, Danny is happy that he is 
allowed limited music performances at the pub. David Lambert said that the current 
license (from 2005) says that music must be inside the pub, but since then licensing rules 
had changed and authorities take a more pragmatic view.  Following a question from 
David Weisfeld, the Trust confirmed that it draws a distinction between music provided 
for the benefit of villagers and visitors at the local pub and noise disturbance emanating 
from the Manor. The point was made that the community would wish whenever possible 
to allow and support initiatives that may help to preserve a prosperous village pub.  

The Chairman confirmed that this issue will be followed up again with both Martin Shaw 
and Danny Williams.   

 

On closing the meeting, the Chairman expressed his thanks to the Trust Committee for their work 
and commitment, and to villagers for attending and contributing to the meeting. 

 

A. H. Lambert. 

Chairman – Letchmore Heath Village Trust. 



 

 

1st October 2018. 


