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Minutes of the Annual Village Meeting 
 

 27 September 2017 
 
 

LHVT Committee: 
Alan Lambert  Chairman 
Alison Rose  Hon. Secretary 
Andy Cappuccini           Hon. Treasurer 
Linda Lambert 
Naz Mohamed 
Jon Rose  
  
Apologies: 
Michael Pickford (Committee Member) 
David Lambert 
Nicky Weisfeld 
Andrea Cassel 
Spud 
 
Twenty one villagers (excluding the Committee) attended the meeting. Drinks and nibbles were 
provided. 
 
1. Introduction and Welcome 
 

The Chairman welcomed all those present to the 46th Annual Village Meeting of the 
Letchmore Heath Village Trust.  
 
Outlining the agenda for the meeting (which had been posted to all houses in the village), 
the Chairman emphasized the importance of the local community setting priorities for the 
Trust. The meeting was structured to assist this process, with each Trust member 
commenting on key local issues which were then open for debate.  
 
The Trust meets every month and inputs onto the village website: 
(www.letchmoreheath.org.uk). 
 



 

 

On behalf of the Trust, the Chairman expressed sincere thanks to David Lambert who, 
having served on the LHVT committee for more than 20 years, did not stand for re-
election. David has made a huge contribution to the village both as a Trust member and 
for many years, it’s Chairman. He will be sadly missed. 
 
Gareth Tinsley has been co-opted onto the committee. 

 
2.  Treasurer’s Report 
 

The Treasurer reported that the Trust has a positive bank balance of £1,390.94, plus 
£106.21 in a cash account. 
 
There were no expenses apart from the wreath for Remembrance Sunday. 
 
Trust membership is open to all villagers and costs £5.00 p.a. per household. 

 
3.  Election of New Committee 

 
Under LHVT rules the Committee is elected annually. As there were no new 
nominations, the existing Committee was re-elected. 

4.  Issues of Local Interest 

The following issues were introduced by Trust Committee members, and then discussed in open 
forum: 

(i) Andy Cappuccini:   

Elstree Aerodrome:  There is ongoing work in conjunction with the Elstree Aerodrome 
Consultative Committee to work together for the community. 

Roads:  During the last year various roads in and around Letchmore Heath have been patched 
up.  Aldenham Road will be resurfaced shortly. AC reminded the village how to report pot 
holes through the Hertfordshire County Council (HCC) website. 

Greg Rogers remarked that the resurfacing in Common Lane had not been done well and the 
‘top dressing’ was already deteriorating.  He said that this has been the same for all the years 
he has lived in the village.   

It was explained that HCC budgetary constraints prevent the full resurfacing of roads, and 
that “top dressing” is a much cheaper alternative. 

The Trust will continue to press for road improvements and resurfacing. Villagers are 
encouraged to report potholes and other road concerns through the HCC website. 

      (ii) Naz Mohammed:  Website 
The website menu has been simplified and tidied up to make it easier to read and access.  
LHVT would like the website to become more active – suggestions, contributions and ideas 
from villagers will be most welcome. 



 

 

(iii) Alan Lambert: Aldenham School 

The Trust enjoys a good working relationship with Aldenham School, who in turn support the 
local village community by providing: 

a) The village bus service, which runs every Friday to the Intu centre. 

b) The refurbishment and repainting of Letchmore Heath village signs, which has 
been financed and executed by the school. 

c) Locks on the gate to Cooke’s Field have now been removed and access is 
available to all villagers. For this to continue, the school expects all users of 
Cooke’s Field to follow the simple rules of keeping dogs on the lead and picking 
up their dog mess. There are some people who seem determined to break the rules 
and ruin it for everybody else, so a big plea for all to stick to the rules. 

d) Planning permission has been given for a new coach park for the school. 
Assuming there are no delays caused by newts or other key wildlife on the 
proposed site, it is hoped that building should start shortly. The opening of the 
coach park in 2018 should relieve pressure on the lower car park and reduce the 
number of cars parked dangerously on the kerbside. 

(iv) Linda Lambert: A.P.C. / Trees.  

Following meetings with Aldenham Parish Council and their contractors the area around the 
pond has been cleared and dead tree stumps ground out and removed. New trees will be 
planted in due course and agreements reached that will ensure better values on tree purchases. 
The Trust has agreed to contribute up to £250 to defray costs – if any villagers would wish to 
sponsor a tree, please inform the Trust. Damaged posts and rails around the Green will be 
replaced. 

(v) Mike Pickford. (not present, delivered by Alison Rose) 

Planning Applications: Since 2014, LHVT have recorded all planning applications on the 
village website. This year there have been 15 new planning applications of which: 1 was 
withdrawn, 3 were rejected, 9 were approved and 2 are pending. All applications can be 
viewed on the village website. 
 
Manor Festivals: Traffic control and other arrangements for the recent Janmashtami festival 
went well.  The next festivals are Dusshera on Sunday 1 October and Diwali on 22 October 
2017. 

(vi) Alison Rose 

Fly Tipping 

There are considerable problems with fly tipping in and around Letchmore Heath - as well as 
elsewhere.  There were two significant recent fly tipping problems - one in Common Lane, 
which was removed quickly by the council, the other in the car park by the pond.  The owner 
of the land very quickly erected gates to prevent vehicle access without keys. 



 

 

The Trust carries out a number of litter picks during the year to keep the village as rubbish 
free as possible. Volunteers welcome! 

(vii) Jon Rose   

Bhaktivedanta Manor 
LHVT continue to liaise with the Manor and maintains good relations.  Number 2 The Green, 
a property owned by the Manor, has been in an unkempt state for months. After requests from 
the Trust, this is now being addressed by the owners and the site tidied up. There is still more 
work to do on this property. 

The Manor also had a pop up shop selling their wares to villagers and visitors. 

 

5.   Any Other Business. 

a) Amanda Brooksmith said that the path outside the Village Hall becomes impassable 
when cars park on the pavement and there is a lot of foliage that has grown onto the path.   

Action:  LHVT to see if the foliage can be cut back to help to make the path a little bit 
more accessible. 

b) Jo Letts asked what was happening to the old allotments on Common Lane. 

 Action:  LHVT to ask HBC 

c) Greg Rogers said that 2, The Green remains an eyesore as although the skip has been 
removed, a lot of rubbish remains    

Action:  Jon Rose to speak to The Manor 

d) There was a general discussion about the state of the roads, overgrown vegetation and 
blocked drains.  All were reminded to report faults directly on the HCC website.  If there 
is no response within 21 days, villagers should contact LHVT committee members who 
will progress the issue through Councilor Caroline Clapper. 

e) Martin Shaw reported that once again the sewers had flooded on Hillfield Farm.  He 
reported the problem to Thames Water.  He also said that this is an ongoing problem for 
the village. 

On closing the meeting, the Chairman expressed his thanks to the Trust Committee for their work 
and commitment, and to villagers for attending and contributing to the meeting. 

 

A. H. Lambert 

Chairman – Letchmore Heath Village Trust 

7 October 2017 


