
 
 
 
 

Letchmore Heath Village Trust 
GUARDIANS OF THE RURAL AMENITIES OF LETCHMORE HEATH 

FOUNDED IN 1971 

 
 

MINUTES of ANNUAL VILLAGE MEETING 
 

Held on 21st September 2016. 
 
 
 

LHVT Committee: 
Alan Lambert  Chairman 
Alison Rose  Hon. Secretary 
Andy Cappuccini           Hon. Treasurer 
David Lambert 
Linda Lambert  
Michael Pickford   
 
Apologies: 
Jon Rose (Committee Member) 
David Weisfeld 
Nicky Weisfeld 
 
Eighteen people (excluding the Committee) attended the meeting. Drinks and nibbles were 
provided. 
 
  

1. Introduction and Welcome. 
 

The Chairman welcomed all those present to the 45th Annual Village Meeting of the 
Letchmore Heath Village Trust. He introduced himself as the new Chairman of the Trust, 
having been invited to take the position earlier this year.  
 
Outlining the agenda for the meeting (which had been posted to all houses in the village), 
the Chairman emphasised the importance of the local community setting the priorities for 
the Trust. The meeting was structured to assist this process, with each Trust member 
commenting on key local issues which were then open for debate.  
 
The Trust meets every month, and has page on the village website 
(www.letchmoreheath.org.uk). 
 
Sincere thanks were expressed to:   
Jon Buttriss: For his contribution to the committee, especially for designing and setting 
up the website.  Jon has now moved away from the village and resigned from LHVT.   
Danny Williams:  For his contribution to the Trust.  He has now resigned.  
David Lambert: For his massive contribution and time as Chairman of LHVT, as well as 
his continued presence on the Committee. 

  

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
2.  Treasurer’s Report. 
 

The Treasurer reported that the Trust has a positive bank balance of £1,390.77, plus £60 
in a cash account. 
 
Trust membership is open to all villagers and costs £5.00 per household. 

 
3.  Election of New Committee. 

 
Under LHVT rules the Committee is elected annually. As there were no new 
nominations, the existing Committee was re-elected. 

4.  Issues of Local Interest. 

The following issues were introduced by Trust Committee members, and then discussed in open 
forum: 

(i) Andy Cappuccini:  Elstree Aerodrome. 

AC explained the work of the Elstree Consultative Committee.  He said that there had been a 
lot of complaints during the year about aircraft noise from aircraft flying directly over the 
village.  AC explained that there are two circuits, one for helicopters and one for fixed wing 
planes. Mike Murphy is the Operations Manager at Elstree Aerodrome and AC has had 
various meetings with him about villager’s concerns, as well as our wish to establish and 
maintain a constructive working relationship. 

From 1 October 2016 the aerodrome is increasing the height that aircraft can fly to help 
control and reduce noise.  Helicopters will have to fly above 950 feet and airplanes above 
1,250 feet. – 200 feet higher than currently. There is now a void zone which encompasses the 
borders of the village.  Electronic data has been sent out by Pooley. 

Mr. Murphy would like help from anyone who can provide information about any aircraft 
seen that are not abiding by the rules and causing an unnecessary nuisance. 

Spud said that the aerodrome website is due to be updated and will include the new 
information. 

Action:  Highlight the complaint contact number in the Village Newsletter. 

(ii) David Lambert:  Hertsmere Borough Council 

a) Fly tipping 

This is both a local and a national problem.  There are often problems in sorting out where 
rubbish has been dumped and who is responsible for clearing it up. This all depends on 
whether the land belongs to Hertsmere Borough Council or is private land. Footpaths are the 
County Council’s responsibility. 



 
 
 
 

 

 

b) Planning Applications 

Many new building plans are currently approved, with more brown field sites being granted 
permission for property new builds. Examples are: 

      Patchetts Green – 50 houses have been approved.  Of those 20 will be affordable houses. 

South Medburn Farm- 20 houses have been approved. 

Caldecott Farm is currently under review. 

Bhaktivedanta Manor:  After many years of planning a major new Haveli is being built on the 
site.  Hopefully this will mean that there will be less noise pollution in the village. Part of the 
negotiations for the section 106 is that there will be no further building intensification on the 
site for 15 years. 

(iii) Alan Lambert: Roads. 

Given the awful quality of the roads (especially Common Lane and Grange Lane) leading 
into Letchmore Heath, AL commented on the letters (available on the Trust website) sent by 
LHVT to Hertfordshire County Council requesting resurfacing and attention to potholes. 
Whilst the process has to date yielded very little success, we are assured that plans are in 
place for resurfacing parts of Grange Lane and Common Lane between November 2016 and 
March 2017. 

Action: LHVT will monitor progress. 

(iv) Linda Lambert: Trees.  

Over recent years the village has lost three big horse chestnut trees.  LL has met with Mr P. 
Evans from Aldenham Parish Council, who has agreed to drill out the three stumps and 
hopefully plant two new trees next year.  Suggestions for replacement trees include lime, 
sugar maple and hornbeam. 

The last survey of the trees was carried out in 2013 and will be repeated in 2017. 

(v) Mike Pickford. 

a) Planning Applications. 

Since 2014, LHVT have recorded all planning applications on the village website.   There 
have been a total of 38 applications, of which: 

3 were withdrawn, 6 were rejected, 28 were approved and1 is outstanding. 
 

LHVT objected to two planning applications - 1 The Green and the house in the grounds of 
The Three Horseshoes. 
 



 
 
 
 

 
Any objections to planning applications now have to be completed and filed on the HBC 
website.   

b) Manor Festivals. 

Traffic control and other arrangements for the recent Janmashtami festival went well.  The 
next festival is Diwali on 30 October 2016. 

Amanda Brooksmith asked about the post code for The Manor as sat navs still bring people 
into the village.  HBC are working with the Manor to change the post code to ensure that all 
traffic is directed to the main road and not in to Letchmore Heath. 

On behalf of the village, the Chairman thanked MP for his many hours of work with the 
Events Team in delivering the effective control of traffic through the village on festival days. 

(vi) Alison Rose. 

a) Fly tipping.   

There are considerable problems with fly tipping in and around Letchmore Heath - as well as 
elsewhere. LHVT have written to HBC asking about the possibility of CCTV.  No answer has 
been received, but the cost of CCTV is unfortunately prohibitive. There has been some 
success in reporting of fly tipping and everyone is encouraged to be proactive by phoning the 
police on 101. Fly tipping can also be reported on the village website under Useful Links.  

b) Village Tidy.   

Through partnership with Aldenham School, it is hoped that school students will carry out 
repair and repainting of the white village entrance gates and signs. 

There are also regular village swoops on litter and cleaning of signage by members of LHVT. 

(vii) Jon Rose (not present, delivered by Alan Lambert)  

a) Cookes Field. 

Certain members of the village are violating the rules of Cookes Field by not controlling their 
dogs and letting them off the leads.  AR is liaising with the bursar, Andrew Fraser, to agree 
how to prevent this lovely amenity being lost to all villagers. There was unanimity at the 
meeting that those who violate the rules should be made aware that they may loose this 
benefit as well as threatening its use by others.   

Action: AR to follow up with Andrew Fraser and Jon Rose. 

b) Website. 

LHVT is looking for a skilled volunteer to help update and ensure best use of the website.  
Nazib Mohammed very kindly agreed to help – many thanks Naz!  

 



 
 
 
 

 

5.   Any Other Business. 

a) Dangers caused by parents dropping off children at Aldenham School. The school have 
put in a planning application for a new coach park.  If approved this will create more 
space for cars to drop off children and park off the road. The meeting was dubious about 
whether this would actually stop people parking and stopping on the road. 

Greg Rogers suggested they should have a line to drop the children off to prevent the 
daily chaos.   

Action:  LHVT to follow up with Aldenham School. 

b) Derek Moran suggested having a 20mph speed limit through the village.  This has been 
looked into before and the village would need more lighting to get any speed limit 
reduction approved. 

c) There were suggestions about putting kerbs into Grange Lane and Common Lane.  DL 
said that this was very expensive and if we asked for kerbs, it could delay or halt the 
carriageway improvement work currently planned by HCC. 

d) Lorraine asked if anybody was interested in joining the Village Hall Committee to 
contact her. 

e) David Lambert told us that May Wiggs’s granddaughter, Emma Wiggs, had won a Gold 
Medal in the Paralympic Games in Rio for kayaking. May updated the meeting. Brilliant! 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting by thanking the Committee for all their work and commitment, 
and the villagers for attending and contributing to the meeting. 

 

A. H. Lambert. 

Chairman – Letchmore Heath Village Trust. 

3rd October 2016. 


